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Règlement des études - UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION of parts relating to doctoral education 
Please note that only the original French text (Règlement des études du 5 mai 2020, memorial B 
1785 du 26 mai 2020) is applicable in case of doubts or disputes.  

Chapter 5 – Doctoral studies 

Art. 44. Studies leading to the doctor’s degree 
To validate the studies leading to the doctor’s degree, the graduate: 

1. will have demonstrated a systematic understanding of a field of study and a mastery of the skills and
research methods associated with said field;

2. will have demonstrated an ability to design, apply and adapt a substantial research process while
respecting the principles of scientific integrity;

3. will be capable of critical analysis, evaluation and synthesis on new and complex ideas;
4. will be able to communicate with his peers and the scientific community at large, about their areas of

expertise;
5. will be able to promote, in an academic and professional context, technological, social or cultural advances

in a knowledge-based society;
6. will have contributed significantly by original research to the advancement of scientific knowledge by

developing a set of substantial works, which deserve a specialized publication at national or international
level.

Art. 45. Access and admission to a doctoral school program 

(1) In accordance with article 37 of the Law, all doctoral students must be registered in a doctoral program.
Admission to the doctoral programs is decided by the rector on the proposal of the thesis director. The
President requests the advice of the coordinator of the involved doctoral program.
(2) Any employment contract related to the doctoral student's research activities begins on the same date as
the enrollment.

Art. 46. Candidate 
The doctoral candidate must be qualified for scientific work and demonstrate motivation. To this end, the 
candidate provides a curriculum vitae, a letter of motivation, a report or transcript of records and, on request, 
letters of reference. The candidate must prove, through supporting documents, that he meets the formal 
conditions to be accepted as a doctoral student, as defined in Article 32 (3) of the Law. 

Art. 47. Doctoral Education Agreement 
(1) Within six (6) months of enrolling in the program, the doctoral student signs a doctoral education agreement
(DEA) with his thesis supervisor, which confirms the required elements of the study plan, as well as the
expected course of activities.
(2) The annual reports of the thesis supervisory committee (CET) evaluate the progress of the doctoral student
relating to the activities detailed in the agreement. The study plan defined in the doctoral training agreement
may be modified by mutual agreement between the doctoral candidate and the thesis director depending on
changes in the doctoral student's research activity.
(3) In the event of serious shortcomings, the thesis supervisory committee may recommend to the rector that
the thesis be terminated, in accordance with article 37, paragraph 5, of the Law.

Art. 48. Research work 
(1) A doctoral candidate enrolled in a doctoral study program engages in research work in the disciplinary or
interdisciplinary field that falls under the doctoral program and contributes to the research mission of the
University or, if applicable, of the public research center in the framework of an agreement as mentioned in
Article 49 (3) of the Law.
(2) Research is undertaken in accordance with best ethical practices.

Art. 49. Acquisition of scientific, methodological and transversal skills 
(1) All doctoral candidates must acquire twenty (20) ECTS credits within the framework of the courses and
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activities devoted to the acquisition of methodological (disciplinary and interdisciplinary) and transversal skills. 
At least five (5) ECTS credits are acquired in transversal skills, including at least one compulsory course in 
ethics. The distribution of the remaining ECTS credits is detailed in the doctoral education agreement (DEA) 
in accordance with the criteria established for each doctoral program according to its specificities. 
(2) All ECTS credits must be acquired before the request for defence can be validated by the thesis 
supervisory committee. Courses are organized by the rectorate, doctoral schools and doctoral programs. 
Doctoral candidates are authorized to take other courses, inside or outside the University, approved by the 
coordinator of the doctoral program in accordance with the criteria established for each doctoral program 
according to its specificities. The decision concerning the validation of ECTS credits for external courses is 
communicated to the doctoral student at least two (2) times a year by the coordinator of the doctoral program. 
(3) Complementary disciplinary and interdisciplinary activities pursued outside the University within the 
framework of joint supervision theses or within the framework of projects in partnership with a private or public 
partner, including those leading to the acquisition of transversal or medical skills, can be recognized up to 10 
ECTS and are included in the doctoral education agreement. 
(4) ECTS credits are granted only for activities in which a doctoral candidate has participated during the period 
of his doctoral studies; courses or activities previously validated are excluded. 
 
Art. 49bis. Part-time doctoral student 
Part-time doctoral student status means reducing the workload in the study plan of the doctoral program by 
half (NB: with respect to the time provided). 
 
Art. 50. Thesis Supervisory Committee (CET) 
(1) The thesis supervisory committee is appointed for a period covering the maximum duration of the 
candidate's doctoral studies. According to Article 37 (5) of the Law, it is composed of three members holding 
a doctoral (PhD) degree. It must comply with the following rules: 
1° one member is the thesis supervisor; 
2° at least one member has an employment contract with the University covering the maximum duration of 
the candidate's doctoral studies and an authorization to direct research as per article 21 of the Law, or is a 
“professor affilié” of the University; 
3° at most one member does not have authorization to direct research (ADR); in this case there is no 
hierarchical link between this member and any other member of the thesis supervisory committee. 
(2) In the event of the resignation or prolonged unavailability of a member, the rector appoints a replacement 
for the remainder of the thesis project. 
(3) In the case of a project in partnership with a private or public partner, an observer in advisory capacity may 
be invited to the meetings of the CET. 
(4) By way of derogation from article 37 (5) of the Law, in the case of joint supervision, the number of members 
of the thesis supervision committee may be increased to four (4), including the two thesis directors. It includes 
at least one representative from each institution. 
 
Art. 51. Eligibility and preparation of the defence 
(1) The thesis is written in one of the following languages: German, English, French. If the subject warrants it, 
the thesis can be written in Luxembourgish or, with the authorization of the rector, in another language. The 
thesis includes a compulsory summary in English. 
(2) The doctoral candidate presents a thesis project, accompanied by a plagiarism check report, to the thesis 
supervisory committee (CET). The CET transmits within eight (8) weeks his report on the doctoral candidate's 
eligibility for the thesis defence to the administrative office responsible for doctoral studies. 
(3) The administrative office in charge of doctoral studies checks the doctoral candidate’s administrative file 
before sending the report to the rector. 
(4) The rector informs the jury members appointed according to the provisions of article 37 of the Law of the 
authorization to defend the thesis. The rector also appoints from among these members the chairperson of 
the thesis jury, who is professor at the University. The rector convenes the defence, specifying where 
necessary if the thesis is covered by a confidentiality agreement and if the defence takes place behind closed 
doors. 
(5) Both previous stages (administrative verification and information by the rector) are made within four (4) 
weeks. 
(6) The doctoral candidate sends a physical (paper) and / or electronic copy of his/her thesis to each member 
of the jury six (6) weeks before the defence, and at the latest forty-eight (48) months after his/her admission 
to the studies leading to the doctor’s degree. 
(7) A public announcement of the defence is made by usual means. 
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(8) The administrative office responsible for doctoral studies communicates to the president of the jury the 
administrative documents necessary for the defence of the thesis. 
 
Art. 52. Defence 
(1) The physical presence of the members of the jury is compulsory during the thesis defence. 
(2) If less than four (4) members of the jury are present sixty (60) minutes after the scheduled defence time, 
the defence is cancelled and postponed to another date. This fact is indicated in the document "Thesis Report 
- Jury Decision", either by the president of the jury, his deputy or, failing that, any member of the jury present. 
The new defence date is proposed by the thesis supervisory committee, but cannot exceed the maximum 
duration allowed by law. 
(3) In the presence of at least four (4) members of the jury, the president of the jury declares the defence of 
the thesis open. The defence takes place in two stages: a presentation by the candidate, followed by a session 
of observations and questions from the jury. In the case of a thesis covered by a confidentiality agreement, 
the defence can take place behind closed doors.  
 
Art. 53. Deliberation of the jury 
(1) After the defence, the members of the jury, excluding the experts in an advisory capacity, withdraw behind 
closed doors to deliberate and determine an assessment of the thesis together with the defence. The president 
of the jury leads the debates in order to reach a consensual conclusion. This conclusion must relate both to 
the thesis produced by the candidate and to the presentation during the defence. This conclusion must justify 
the decision taken by the jury to admit or not the candidate to the degree of doctor of the University, as well 
as the conditions for reproducing the thesis. 
(2) The president of the jury completes the document "Thesis Report - Decision of the jury" in accordance with 
the decision of the jury and has it immediately signed by the members of the jury. 
(3) The document "Thesis Report - Detailed Jury Opinion" contains the conclusion of the jury's debates. It is 
drawn up by the president of the jury and signed by all the members of the jury present at the defence, then 
handed over to the administrative office responsible for doctoral studies within thirty (30) days of the date of 
the defence. 
 
Art. 54. Communication of the defence result 
(1) The president of the jury invites the jury to join the candidate for the communication of the result. The 
president of the jury informs the candidate of the jury's decision as well as, if applicable, of requests to modify 
the thesis. 
(2) The president of the jury sends the original document "Thesis Report - Decision of the jury", drawn up right 
after the defence, to the administrative office responsible for doctoral studies. Within thirty (30) days following 
the date of the defence, the original document "Thesis Report - Detailed Jury Opinion" must also be sent to 
the administrative office and indicate, if applicable, request to modify the thesis. Both documents are signed 
by all the members of the jury present at the defence, with the exception of experts in an advisory capacity. 
Copies of these two documents are given in the same order to the relevant coordinator of the doctoral program. 
(3) The University proceeds to disseminate the result by the usual means and to carry out the necessary 
administrative procedures. 
(4) If necessary, the doctoral candidate makes the corrections to the thesis as requested by the jury and 
transmits the thesis thus corrected within three (3) months to the president of the jury. 
(5) The president ensures that the corrections meet the requests of the jury and issues the authorization to 
reproduce. 
 
Art. 55. Dissemination of the thesis 
(1) After obtaining permission to reproduce, the doctoral candidate /graduate submits to the University two (2) 
bound hard copies of her/his final thesis, an electronic version including the cover page of the final thesis and 
the agreement or refusal of dissemination of the thesis. The doctoral candidate records the bibliographical 
reference of her/his thesis on the digital directory of the University’s publications. 
(2) The administrative office in charge of doctoral studies legally deposits the thesis. The doctoral candidate, 
the thesis director, the dean of the relevant faculty or the director of the relevant interdisciplinary center, the 
coordinator of the relevant doctoral program or any member of the rectorate can obtain a copy of these 
documents. 
 
Art. 56. Issuance of joint degrees of doctor (joint supervision) 
(1) According to article 37, paragraph 9, of the Law, the University may conclude with one or more foreign 
higher education establishments, who possess in their country the right of delivering a doctorate recognized 
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by the competent authorities of the country, an agreement to organize an international joint supervision of a 
thesis (cotutelle) under the conditions laid down in these regulations. 
(2) The doctoral candidate carries out his/her work under the responsibility, in each of the countries concerned, 
of a thesis director. The thesis directors undertake, in the agreement referred to in paragraph (1), to jointly 
exercise their supervisory responsibilities. 
(3) The work is carried out in alternating periods between the establishments concerned according to the 
methods defined in the agreement. 
(4) The rector appoints a thesis supervisory committee in accordance with Article 50 (4). 
(5) The principles governing the appointment of the thesis jury and the appointment of its chairperson are 
specified in the agreement referred to in paragraph 1. The jury is composed on the basis of a balanced 
proportion of members from each establishment appointed jointly by the contracting establishments and 
includes, in addition, members external to these establishments. The number of jury members cannot exceed 
six. In the event that the joint supervision agreement does not specify all or part of the procedure to be 
followed, the corresponding procedure of the University where the defence takes place applies, provided that 
it does not go against the provisions of the cotutelle agreement. If the thesis defence takes place at the partner 
university, an official request for a defence authorization must be granted by the rector of the University, in 
accordance with the procedures in force. In this case, the rector only informs the two thesis directors of his 
decision. 
(6) The president of the jury ensures that the original document "Thesis Report - Decision of the jury", drawn 
up during the thesis defence in accordance with the jury's decision and signed by the members, is sent to the 
University within thirty (30) days following the date of the defence. 
(7) There will be just one unique defence. The president of the jury draws up a "Thesis Report - Detailed Jury 
Opinion" countersigned by the members of the jury. After the defence of the thesis, the contracting institutions 
can deliver to the doctoral candidate: 
1° either a doctoral degree which they jointly confer; 
2° or simultaneously a doctoral diploma from each of them. 
(8) The doctoral diplomas or degree mention the international joint supervision. 


